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1. BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE

Increasing geographical outreach of calls for proposals has been a goal of BBI JU since its
establishment. Over the years, the Programme Office, the European Commission and BIC, along
with the States Representative Group, undertook several actions® to promote and raise awareness
about the BBI JU programme at European and national levels, as to encourage a wider and more
inclusive participation of underrepresented countries, such as Central and Eastern European
Countries. As a result of these join t efforts, the last BBI JU Call in 2020 registered a 63% increase
in the number of proposals submitted by Central and Eastern European countries, as compared
with 2019. Moreover, by the end of the BBI JU programme, three out of thirteen Flagships were
established in one of these countries (Estonia, Latvia and Romania).

The detailed analysis of the geographical distribution of participants in the BBI JU calls in the tables
in annex, shows the gap described above between Western and Eastern Europe. This trend was
also confirmed by the distribution of participants in the first CBE JU Call for proposal of 2022 (map
on the right-hand side).
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In this context, at its meeting of 8 December 2022, the Governing Board requested the CBE
Programme Office to draw up a widening participation strategy for the CBE JU programme,

1 BBI JU widening strategy and action plan
2 SRIA strategic priorities 4.1.2.1 & 4.1.2.2



including a list of concrete actions to step up the participation of under-represented countries. This
strategy, together with the first action plan for the period 2023-2024, addresses this request.

2. OBJECTIVES

The CBE JU widening participation strategy has a two-fold objective:

1. Help stimulating research and innovation in countries and regions with less mature bio-
based ecosystems

2. Step up the participation of less represented countries and regions in the CBE JU
programme and ensure their meaningful involvement in all actions of the CBE JU.

3. TARGET COUNTRIES AND REGIONS

After an in-depth analysis of the BBI JU data (reported in annex 1), it is proposed to focus the CBE
JU widening strategy on:

1. EU countries that are included in the list of widening countries under Horizon Europe®
and that were underrepresented through the BBI JU programme implementation. Based on the
analysis of the bottlenecks, some actions will be relevant for all widening countries, while others
may be more adapted and tailored to a specific country or to a cluster of them.

2. Regions that are classified as “less developed” or “transition” by the cohesion policy,
and that were underrepresented through the BBI JU programme implementation. Considering
the high number of relevant regions, macro-regional areas (e.g., Central-Eastern European,
Mediterranean, Baltic, Atlantic, etc.) could be considered in the development of targeted
actions, upon common identified bottlenecks or characteristics (e.g., feedstock availability).

4. ACTIONS

The strategy will capitalise on BBI JU widening actions and will be implemented via a series of
concrete measures with the involvement of different stakeholders. To this end, two action plans
will be developed, covering the two main periods of the CBE JU programming: 2023-2024 and
2025-2027. The first action plan 2023-2024 will focus primarily on widening countries. The second
action plan will take stock of the results and lessons learnt from the first biennium and will include
actions relevant at regional/macroregional level. On this basis, existing actions will be refined, and
new ones defined to address the remaining challenges.

3 Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia,
Slovenia (defined in Art. 349 TFEU).


https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/how/is-my-region-covered_en

SRIA KPI n° 10, aiming at “improving the participation of regions and countries with high
unexploited potential and strategic interest to develop it”, will be used to monitor the effect of the
implemented actions, and the CBE Programme Office will report on related advances via its annual
activity report. In addition, the CBE JU call for proposals will be used to monitor progress against
the set baseline, represented by the combined results of BBI JU calls in terms of applications as
well as participation in proposals retained for funding. The outcomes of the CBE JU 2022-2024
calls will help defining any additional priorities needed for the 2025-2027 period.

To fulfil the objectives of the strategy, two main priority activities are identified, along with a first
non-exhaustive list of actions for each of them:

e Al. Understanding the bottlenecks and identifying opportunities for (a greater)
participation of the underrepresented countries and regions in the CBE JU programme is key
to ensure adequate corrective actions to be implemented at different levels of the
programming cycle.

e A2. Increasing awareness and understanding of the CBE JU programme and the
potential success of applicants from underrepresented countries and regions in the CBE JU
programme:

For each target country, the most suitable actions will be selected. To help identifying and
prioritising the actions to be implemented, the series of indicators were elaborated at country and
regional levels (cf. annex | and annex Il for a visual representation of the main indicators).

5. MAIN ACTORS

- CBE JU Programme Office will oversee the development of the strategy together with the EC
and BIC and in close cooperation with the CBE JU State Representative Group and will be
responsible to monitor the implementation of the agreed actions as part of its annual reporting
obligations.

- BIC will provide a key contribution by liaising and mobilising companies, including SMEs, other
relevant stakeholders in the value chain, active or aiming to be active in the identified
underrepresented widening countries and regions, and ensuring synergies through
(industrial) clusters and associations, already active at the national and regional level.

- EC will play a significant role in ensuring synergies with other widening-related actions already
envisaged in the context of the Horizon Europe programme, and in fostering coordination with
Cluster 6 initiatives and NCPs.

- CBE JU states’ representatives group will be essential for raising awareness and supporting
actions and initiatives related to widening participation in their respective countries and regions,
as well as for reinforcing the synergies with their NCPs.

- National Contact Points, such as Care4bio NCP network for Cluster 6 and WIDERA
NCP network will be pivotal in advising applicants and guiding them to increase the
success rate of their country.

- CBE JU Scientific Committee can support the strategy with ad-hoc actions, within the remit
of its mandate. To note: 1/3 of the SC comes from the widening countries (Portugal — SC Chair
— along with Greece, Poland, Czechia and Hungary).
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https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/cluster-6
https://www.ncpwideranet.eu/
https://www.ncpwideranet.eu/

- Other relevant existing networks and clusters already active in regions of interest for this
initiative, such as ERRIN, the BIOEAST initiative for the Central and Eastern EU Member
States, EEN, and other relevant partnerships for the Mediterranean, the Baltic, and the Atlantic
regions (e.g. PRIMA).

Each actor will contribute based on its mandate and depending on the action envisaged and the
country targeted.


https://errin.eu/
https://bioeast.eu/
https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://prima-med.org/

ANNEX | = BBl JU BASELINE COUNTRIES’ ANALYSIS

BBI JU calls 2014-2020: requested net contribution BBI JU calls 2014-2020: Success rate (global; %)
(absolute value; million euro) BBIJU - Success rate global

m6A9%
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B 12000

Country = Number of Number of Number of Number of Number = Success Netrequested Net
code applications | participations  participations  participations of rate global EU requested EU
by PRC! (as COO) FLAGs (% oftotal contribution contribution
proposals) (M€) (€/M€ GDP)
ES 1691 320 168 42 1 16,49 113,08 93,70
IT 1278 207 133 9 2 10,66 83,78 47,01
DE 1033 198 118 11 10,20 77,95 21,64
NL 689 182 133 13 2 9,38 79,54 92,88
FR 793 181 120 14 4 9,33 92,83 37,12
BE 713 150 81 7 7,73 63,29 125,99
Fl 427 76 41 8 3,92 26,29 104,53
AT 317 52 27 3 2,68 16,47 40,55
SE 308 52 29 3 2,68 14,55 27,10
PT 324 42 24 4 2,16 13,22 61,64
DK 297 39 24 5 2,01 14,62 43,43
IE 218 38 17 3 1,96 26,30 61,69
EL 394 31 16 2 1,60 8,67 47,73
PL 167 29 16 1 1,49 7,98 13,88
HR 101 19 17 0 0,98 4,76 81,75
EE 39 14 11 2 1 0,72 18,89 600,67
SI 128 12 5 1 0,62 4,73 90,51
SK 52 12 10 0 0,62 2,07 20,98
HU 70 10 9 0 0,52 0,79 5,13
Ccz 92 9 5 0 0,46 3,03 12,71
RO 88 8 5) 0 1 0,41 21,31 88,34
BG 56 6 3 0 0,31 0,42 5,87
LV 54 4 2 1 1 0,21 8,84 262,39
CcY 38 4 4 0 0,21 1,04 43,22
LU 14 1 0 0 0,05 0,11 1,59
LT 42 1 1 0 0,05 0,37 6,56
MT 23 0 0 0 0,00 0,00 0,00

1 PRC = private for-profit entities

Widening non-Widening




ANNEX Il — BBI JU BASELINE REGIONS’ ANALYSIS*

(*) Outermost regions not included

Number of participations (retained proposals) in absolute numbers

. . EU Nuts 2 regions — Non- EU Nuts 2 regions — Non-widening,
EU Nuts 2 regions N L .
widening, less developed transition/less developed
[ Min = 0 participations ' [IMin = 0 participations [IMin = 0 participations
M Max = 60 participations S B Max = 60 participations M Max = 60 participations

\

JU requested net contribution in absolute numbers

. EU Nuts 2 regions — Non- EU Nuts 2 regions — Non-widening,
EU Nuts 2 regions o vs
widening, less developed transition/less developed
1 Min = M€0 ¢ £ Min = M€ 0 1 Min = M€ 0
M Max = M€ 36 B Max = M€ 36 B Max = M€ 36




Less developed regions from non-widening countries

Country

code

Region code

ES61
ITF3
ES42
ES43
ITG2
BE34
ITF4
ES63
ES64
ITF2
ITFS
ITF6
ITG1

Name

Andalucia

Campania

Castilla-La Mancha

Extremadura
Sardegna
Luxembourg

Puglia

Ciudad Autébnoma de Ceuta

Ciudad Autbnoma de Melilla

Molise
Basilicata
Calabria

Sicilia

Transition regions from non-widening countries

Country Region

code

ES
FR
ES
ES
FR
Fl
FR
BE
ES
Fl
FR
FR
DE
ES
IE
DE
FR
BE

code

ES52
FRLO
ES41
ES11
FRJ1
FI1D
FRE2
BE33
ES23
Fl1C
FRE1
FRHO
DE40
ES62
IEO4
DEEO
FRGO
BE22

Name

Comunidad Valenciana
Provence-Alpes-Cote d’Azur
Castillay Ledn
Galicia
Languedoc-Roussillon
Pohjois- ja It&-Suomi
Picardie
Liége
La Rioja
Etel&a-Suomi
Nord-Pas de Calais
Bretagne
Brandenburg
Regién de Murcia
Northern and Western
Sachsen-Anhalt
Pays de la Loire

Limburg

N° of participations

48
20
15
14
12
11
11
10

~N 0 0 oo © © ©

~

Nr of

participations

Net requested Net
EU requested
contribution EU
(M€) contribution
(€/M€ GDP)
6,32 41,96
2,87 18,89
1,75 44,18
1,59 82,20
9,49 239,16
0,58 83,65
0,82 22,14
0,00 0,00
0,00 0,00
0,00 0,00
0,00 0,00
0,00 0,00
0,00 0,00

O O o o o o

Net requested EU
contribution
(M€)

16,88
3,18
6,40
3,39

14,07
2,12
4,09
4,08
3,03
7,86
1,36
3,55
2,32
1,25
3,82
6,60
1,07
1,33

Net requested EU
contribution
(€/M€ GDP)

161,20
19,70
115,57
57,44
190,14
46,26
85,57
131,79
373,04
180,70
11,99
35,61
30,97
41,76
144,59
103,95
9,19

47,53



Fl
FR
FR
FR
BE
DE
FR
DE
DK
FR
FR
SE
DE
DE
DE
FR
FR

NL
BE
ES
FR

FR
FR
FR
NL
AT
DE
ES
ES
FR
FR
NL

FI19
FRF1
FRJ2
FRK1
BE32
DED2
FRF2
DEGO
DKO02
FRD1
FRF3
SE31
DE80
DE93
DEDA4
FRBO
FRC2
ITF1
ITI3
NL12
BE35
ES53
FRC1
ITI2
FRI1
FRI2
FRI3
NL23
AT11
DEB2
ES12
ES13
FRD2
FRMO
NL13

Lansi-Suomi
Alsace
Midi-Pyrénées
Auvergne
Hainaut
Dresden
Champagne-Ardenne
Thiringen
Sjeelland
Basse-Normandie
Lorraine
Norra Mellansverige
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
Luneburg
Chemnitz
Centre - Val de Loire
Franche-Comté
Abruzzo
Marche
Friesland
Namur
llles Balears
Bourgogne
Umbria
Agquitaine
Limousin
Poitou-Charentes
Flevoland
Burgenland
Trier
Principado de Asturias
Cantabria
Haute-Normandie
Corse

Drenthe

N N W W W W W w0 G

R e

o O o o o o o

1,97
1,00
1,31
18,84
0,63
6,04
0,57
1,50
0,98
0,70
0,32
2,52
1,39
0,17
0,73
0,70
0,90
4,85
0,56
181
0,17
0,26
0,25
0,38
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00

37,80
16,75
13,85
506,69
18,99
119,21
15,53
24,14
31,22
18,10
5,68
80,64
29,85
3,45
17,76
9,77
29,87
204,42
6,68
86,09
12,82
9,60
5,48
12,13
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00
0,00



ANNEX Il = INVENTORY OF EC-FUNDED PROJECTS

RELEVANT FOR THE SCOPE OF THIS STRATEGY

Projects ended before 01.01.2023

Name of the project

Main feature

Relevance for CBE

Countries/R

development of their national bioeconomy
strategy.

their bioeconomy
development.

JU Widening egions
Strategy covered
CELEBIo Provided a series of reports that are ﬁ_vailability of gatakon gulgag_ia,
. - . iomass an ey zechia,
Central European backgroynd |nf(_)rmat|on.and guidelines for elements on | Hungary,
Leaders Of | developing national action plans to setup | pioeconomy  actors | Slovakia,
Bioeconomy Network | pig-pased production chains. Also | mapping are available. | Slovenia
(BBI JU 2019-2020 . . . .
provided is an inventory of potential actors
for bioeconomy deployment in these
countries. It conducted a characterisation
of agricultural, forestry and waste sector to
provide a summary report of availability of
biomass residues in the countries.
POWER4BIO The project developed a set of KPIs to Act@vitiels Ob_” KPI and ﬁoland,
regional bioeconomy ungary,
emPOWERIing regional a_ssess the. pe_rformance of the strategies are Czechia
stakeholders for bloeconomy in regional ec.osys'Fe_ms, as Etetrﬁstmg_ .
realising the full well as.an inventory of F)ub|IC poI|C|e§ and s;jr:erzriemsore;/v?thm tr?er
potential of european regulation to support bio-based business CAP has been
BlOeconomy  (Horizon models.at reglon:.;tl level a§ well as developed, which is
2020, 2018-2021) developlng regional . bioeconomy relevant  for  agri-
strategies and roadmaps in CEE biomasses.
regions.
BE-Rural BE-Rural created five regional Open AftiViti%S folr' mappin% Eulg_aria,
: .~ 0 aseline 0 atvia,
Bio-Based  strategies Innovation Platform_s for the parumpatgry bioeconomy North
and roadmaps for development of bioeconomy strategies | development and | Macedonia,
enhanced rural  and and roadmaps co-created by engaging | bioeconomy Poland,
. | with different actors and stakeholders. A | Strategies. Vast | Romania
regional developmentin ] diversity in term of
the EU (Horizon 2020, summary report on small-scale- bio-based bioeconomy sectors.
2019-2022) bu5|n§ss models and their market
potentials has also been produced.
BIOEASTSUP BIOEASTSUP brought together different Q\C_tli(\j/_ities o; capacity ﬁoland,
s uilding and creation ungary,
Advancing Sustainable govern.merlt s_takeho.lders W't_h'n th? 1 of a high-level platform | Czechia,
Circular Bioeconomy in CEE highlighting their respective na_tlonal Eft e texpferts_ Eulga-na’
Central and Eastern | 90vernments agendas, the agrl-_food msa cz:irol-?en?gr?al of a th\?igla’
. sector, and support for the national 9 . ; -
European countries | - . . . structure  supporting Lithuania,
(Horizon 2020, 2019- bioeconomic  strategies. The project | {he BIOEAST initiative Slovakia,
2023) developed a platform and a framework to | and creation of a SRIA Slovenia,
supports member countries in the | 0 Support countries in | Romania
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https://www.cbe.europa.eu/projects/celebio
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcelebio.eu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F10%2FD2.1-Bioeconomy-opportunities-in-CELEBio-countries.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CSimone.Maccaferri%40cbe.europa.eu%7C91eb40f4e19647d6b2df08db24655e68%7Cdf6098a91374407f95229fe77aac0e55%7C0%7C0%7C638143792936979139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DUYqMv1bCsDzMHiFwHprZbMx%2FknS4LMhjzpSiGUOeF0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcelebio.eu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F10%2FD2.3-Bioeconomy-stakeholders-in-CELEBio-countries.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CSimone.Maccaferri%40cbe.europa.eu%7C91eb40f4e19647d6b2df08db24655e68%7Cdf6098a91374407f95229fe77aac0e55%7C0%7C0%7C638143792936979139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=405oGCajTHRShSgH5xcfQQ5wQShphv6VMl08iMjzBds%3D&reserved=0
https://celebio.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/CELEBio_D.2.4_Summary-report-on-the-availability-of-biomass-redues-and-business-opportunities-in-CELEBio-region.pdf
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/818351/it
https://power4bio.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/POWER4BIO_D2.2_Key-performance-indicators-to-evaluate-regional-bioeconomies_FV.pdf
https://power4bio.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/POWER4BIO_D4.2_Policies_support_bio-based_business_models_FINAL_doi.pdf
https://power4bio.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/POWER4BIO_D5.3_Summaries-of-5-new-regional-bioeconomy-strategies_20201111_FV.pdf
https://power4bio.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/D5.4-Summaries-of-5-new-regional-bioeconomy-strategies.pdf
https://power4bio.eu/cap-related-material
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/818478
https://be-rural.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/BE-Rural_D5.3_Regional_strategies_roadmaps.pdf
https://be-rural.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/BE-Rural_D5.2_Summary_Business_Models.pdf
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/862699
https://bioeast.eu/download/bioeast-summary-a4bl3mm-par/
https://bioeast.eu/documents/
https://bioeast.eu/documents/

Projects ongoing at the date of 01.01.2023

Name of the project

Main feature

Relevance for CBE

Countries/R

JU Widening egions
Strategy covered
ROBIN ROBIN will study the regional | Relevant Central
) ] bioeconomy governance models, methodological Macedonia,
Deploying circular and propose a toolbox aiming at perspective and Greece,
BiOecoNomies at Regional | supporting the development and | potential contents and | Zilina,
level with a territorial | operation of governance models | contacts. Slovakia
approach (Horizon Europe | towards circular  bioeconomy
CL6 2022-2025) transition.
BIOMODEL4REGIONS The project will focus on developing Re|$V%ntl - \?\}OV?kia-
: methodologica estern
Supporting the govgrnance and bu5|r_1e_ss models perspective and Macedonia
establishment  of  the | @PPlied 1o the municipal waste potetntital contents and | (Greece)
innovative governance management and to the _producnon, contacts.
models to achieve better- storage and _transport.atlon of the
informed  decision-making forest and agriculture biomasses.
processes, social
engagement and innovation
in the bio-based economy
(Horizon Europe CL6, 2022-
2025)
BlueRev The project aims at increasing ;elevt?m focus 03 ESt?nia’l
. ue bioeconomy an ortuga
Revitalisation of European ?Ware“_ess_ and. Promoting | i< territorial impact.
local communities  with |ntegrat|0n. in the bio-based value
innovative business models chalns with a focus on blue
and social innovation in the bioeconomy.
blue bio-based sector. (2022-
2025, Horizon Europe CL6)
BIOLOC The project will evaluate the current R(laleve:‘ntbfocgs 02 the \I\//IveSt?jm _
. . role of bio-based as acedonia
Bio-based and social b|o-b.ased value ch:?un, prgpose development leverage (Greece),
innovation to revitalise SF)lutlonS to V-a|0l’lse circular |Ln rura! Colmmuni];:ies'_: gll_”galr('i.a,
European local communities bloec.onorr_1y. p_Jot.entlaI and launch co- V\c’;lil('jgeenirl]nV(:evt-ti‘(r)nnesnan(gI Cr%\i/ic’:i;a,
. creation initiatives to foster the ing reg N
(Horizon Europe CL6, 2022- | | ) . .| countries. Slovenia,
2025) inclusion of marginalised groups in Hungary,
bio-based value chains. Czechia,
Romania
BlueBioCluster The project aims at showcasing | Relevant focus on | Estonia,
. integrated circular value chains in _blue b_|0e_cor_10my and Lithuania,
Supporting European its territorial impact. Portugal
. .| the blue economy and develop tools
Coastal Regions In Their : )
Transition To A Sustainable to support business in the blue
Blue Bioeconomy (Horizon economy sector.
Europe CL6, 2022-2025)
CEE2ACT The project focuses on 10 CEE Relﬁv?jntl - (B:ulg?_ria,
. . . methodologica roatia,
Empowering the Central and CO‘_’”"'GS- The project will cregte perspective and Czech
Eastern European Countries | "2tional bioeconomy  hubs with | potential contents and | Republic,
: relevant stakeholders from public | contacts. Greece,
to Develop Circular ] ) Hunaar
; , and private sector to promote | Large involvement of gary,
Bioeconomy Strategies and ‘ ed h . widening regions and Poland,
Action Plans (Horizon Europe n9we ge exc ange,. _capamty countries. Romania,
CL6, 2022-2025) building and develop guidelines and Serbia,
action plan for national bioeconomy Slovakia,
Slovenia

strategy development.
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101060504
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101060476
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101060537
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101060558
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101060703
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101060280

ANNEX IV — BIC COUNTRY REPORTS

BIC country reports map countries — particularly widening countries — bio-based potential and
identify new opportunities for green and sustainable growth. The full series of countries’ reports is
available on BIC’s website (excerpt below): Mapping the bio-based potential in EU Member States
| Bio-Based Industries Consortium (biconsortium.eu)

o-based InGUSII'_IeS
Consortium

Bio-based Industries
Consortium

Mapping Poland's
bio-based potential

ping Portugal’s
based potential

Country Report
JULY 2023 FEBRUARY 2021
Mapping Poland'’s bio-based potential Mapping Portugal's bio-based potential

PDF PDF

:d Industries
Consortium

ased Industries

Consortium atvia’s

potential
MAY 2020 MAY 2020
Mapping Lithuania's bio-based potential Mapping Latvia's bio-based potential
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https://biconsortium.eu/publications/country-reports
https://biconsortium.eu/publications/country-reports

